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Spanish Network of Unique 
Scientific and Technical 
Infrastructures (ICTS):

 Unique research facilities

 Specialized Scientific fields

 Demand high level of 
investment

 Dedicated to cutting-edge 
science and technologies

 Foster socio-economical 
growth and development

50 M€
2007-2021

National 
Government (50%)  

Regional 
Government (50%)  
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Avg. Requested Projects yearly: 32
Avg. Success rate: 26%
5-8 new projects yearly
Average number of projects under execution: 23
Total executed projects since 2010: +60
2018: 59; 25%; 15; 37 

Small organization:
30 Fixed employees +/- 10-15 temporaly

Overall Project Funding PLOCAN Project Funding

Nearly 300 partners…. Several networks…
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TRAINING
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THE ATLANTIC STRATEGY

Belém Statement on
Atlantic Research and Innovation Cooperation

Conference in Lisbon on 13-14 July 2017
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THE ATLANTIC STRATEGY

Central Atlantic
Outermost Regions (ORs)
The Macaronesian Area
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EUROPEAN RESEARCH INFRASTRUCTURES 
CONSORTIUM  (ERIC)

Spanish
representantive
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Continued integration and enhancement of all leading European research infrastructures for
testing offshore renewable energy systems through a range of TRLs (1-7). 31-Wave; 21-Tidal;
26-OFW
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Multi-use Offshore Platforms

Renewable Energies

Maritime Technologies
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• EO must go beyond Knowledge/data production, it should also be based 
on our capacity to progress on their application, progresses on 
technologies developments and services so to produce socio-economical 
growth and benefits.

• New prototypes/technologies need to overcome the “Valley of Death” –
Validation and Demonstrations on real environments needs to be 
facilitated.

• Important to integrate specialized Research Infrastructures focused on 
reduce tests costs and speed up technology maturity to support market 
uptake of new innovations.

• EC strategies (Atlantic, RI´s, Blue Growth,..) need to keep and strength 
this vision, with dedicated funds and promoting collaboration at all 
levels.

• PLOCAN as a key infrastructure to conduct technology tests/validation in 
the Atlantic/Macaronesian area, as well as, strategically involved the 
cooperation at both sides of the Ocean (North, South and Central).  
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