
ESA UNCLASSIFIED - For Official Use

Brief intro to the Space for IDA initiative and ESA’s

Global Development Assistance Program

Christoph Aubrecht, Stephen Coulson
European Space Agency

Directorate of Earth Observation Programmes
ESA EO Info Days, 9 March 2021



ESA UNCLASSIFIED - For Official Use

Start of a New Era: Feeling the Pulse of our Planet
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Earth Observation and the SDGs

Analysis performed by the GEO EO4SDGs initiative

EO potential contribution to
SDG Targets and Indicators 

SDGs with
major opportunities

for EO data

Target IndicatorGoal



ESA EO programs in support of Intl. Development

• eoworld: 2008-2015 | €10m
Small-scale demonstrations of EO services
in support of IFI projects to raise awareness

• EO4SD: 2016-2023 | €25m
Consolidate requirements, engage stakeholders
(IFIs & client states) via regional demonstrations of EO

• Space for IDA: 2020-2024 | €30m for GDA
Mainstream & transfer EO into operational working processes & 
financing of ODA/development aid as ‘best-practice’ source of geo-
information (M&E, safeguards, etc.)

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023



Promoting geo-data literacy and use in Intl. Dev.

Since the start of the 
ESA collaboration 

with IFIs we worked 
with more than 100 

service providers 
from more than 20 
different countries



A Strong European EO Service Portfolio
Marine & Coastal

Polar & Sea Ice

Soil, Water & Urban

Forest Monitoring

Atmosphere

Flood & Fire Risk

Food Security

Land Motion

Humanitarian Aid

Maritime Security

Imagery and Data

Information

Solutions

Decisions



Building Capacity to solve today’s grand challenges
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From Piloting to Mainstreaming
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space-4-IDA
International Development Assistance

Knowledge Development Capacity Building Skills Transfer



Space for IDA - From Piloting to Mainstreaming

Space in support of Intl. Development Assistance
Official Development Assistance (ODA) compliancy 
confirmed by the OECD DAC in 6/2018
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~$100m*
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Space for IDA: Better data for better dev. decisions 

• ‘Space for IDA Concept Note’ 
produced Sept 2020 tailored to 
national development priorities of 
13 EU countries in July 2020

• Senior-management level 
WB/ADB/ESA promotional video 
produced May 2020

• In-depth report ‘Adoption and 
Impact of Earth Observation 
for the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development’ 
produced May 2020

• Donor-oriented ‘Knowledge 
Events’ with European Dev. 
ministries April/May 2021



Space for IDA: Better data for better dev. decisions 

• Main GDA activity lines and associated ITTs, 2020 + 2021 planning, 15.8 M€ in total

• Develop new (thematic) EO information products: Agile EO Information 
Development (GDA AID), each ITT one contract, 1.5 M€, 18 months (12 M€ in total)

• 2021-Q1: (1) Disaster Resilience, (2) Urban Sustainability
• 2021-Q2: (3) Climate Resilience, (4) Fragility, Conflict, and Violence

• 2021-Q3: (5) Environment/Blue Focus, (6) Agriculture
• 2021-Q4: (7) Water Resources Mgmt., (8) Clean Energy

• Develop EO knowledge sharing materials
• 2021 (Q3-4): Space for IDA Knowledge Hub (one contract, 0.5 M€, 18 months)

• Develop cross-cutting User-oriented software tools
• 2021 (Q3-4): Space for IDA Analytics Platform (one contract, 1.5 M€, 24 months)

• Deliver improvements in efficiencies and impact to Dev. Operations
• 2021 (Q2): Monitoring & Evaluation of GDA impact (one contract, 1.3 M€, 34 months)

• 2021 (Q2-3): Space for IDA Communication (one contract, 0.5 M€, 18 months)



Agile EO Information Development (AID) Activities (1/2)

• Each thematic sector implements 3 
iterative 6-month agile development 
cycles, for WB + ADB new information 
requirements.

• A steady stream of issue of GDA AID ITTs 
(2 thematic sectors/quarter) throughout 
2021, stable basis for industry planning.

• While the new dedicated TFs are being 
set-up before end 2021, existing 
development finance has been secured in 
WB+ADB at 32$M as of 01 Jan for 
Capacity-building procurements by WB + 
ADB in support. 

• This is expected to grow further in first 
half of 2021 as discussions with WB + 
ADB programme managers continue.



• Overall logic is to promote (world-leading) 
European EO capabilities (Copernicus, 
National/Commercial Missions, Downstream 
Services sector), and position them for Bank 
EO activities/procurements in the longer-
term.

• NOTE : Bank procurements are subject to 
their existing procurement rules (read 
carefully) and will be globally competitive, 
short time-scales.

• Agreements are in place between ESA and 
WB/ADB programme managers for the 
activities to be carried out.

• ESA is currently notifying EARSC when 
WB/ADB opportunities are released.

Agile EO Information Development (AID) Activities (2/2)



“ Mainstreaming EO in dev. assistance and realizing its
full operational potential.”

space-4-IDA
International Development Assistance
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“ All of us have always been fascinated 

by the potential that this technology 

gives us in the development space.

Now it has gone beyond the 

fascination. Now we are

entering a stage where we can 

actually turn the beautiful images 

into real management decisions.”

Juergen Voegele, VP, World Bank


