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Course Context 

2 

ESA ADVANCED TRAINING COURSES  

• Action of SEOM (Scientific Exploitation of Operational 
Missions) element of EOEP-4 (Earth Observation Envelope 
Programme) 

SEOM Action Lines:  

• RESEARCH and DEVELOPMENT STUDIES 
Stimulate research and exploitation of operational missions. 

• SCIENTIFIC TOOLBOXES DEVELOPMENT 
Provide OS tools to the scientific community. 

• USERS' CONSULTATIONS 
Organise thematic workshops for scientific consultation and user feedback. 

• TRAINING NEXT GENERATION SCIENTISTS 
Foster emergence of next generation EO scientists through thematic training. 

• PROMOTING SCIENCE DATA USE AND RESULTS 
Promote widespread scientific use of European data and publicise results. 
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http://seom.esa.int 
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4th in the series of Advanced Courses on Radar Polarimetry: 2015, 2013, 2011. 
Always held at ESA/ESRIN in Frascati 
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• Yves-Louis Desnos (ESA) 
• Chris Stewart (RSAC c/o ESA) 
• Sabrina Lodadio (Serco c/o ESA) 
• Giulia Vinicola (NIKAL FM c/o ESA)  

5 

Organising Committee 

Training Team: theory and practical 
• Prof Eric Pottier, University of Rennes, France 
• Prof Laurent Ferro-Famil, University of Rennes, France 
• Prof Stefano Tebaldini, Politecnico di Milano (POLIMI), Italy 
• Prof Irena Hajnsek, German Aerospace Center (DLR), Germany 
• Mr Chris Stewart, RSAC c/o European Space Agency (ESA), Italy 
• Dr Michael Foumelis, RSAC c/o European Space Agency (ESA), Italy 

Training Team: mission presentations 
• Prof Irena Hajnsek, German Aerospace Center (DLR), Germany 
• Dr Francesco Caltagirone, Italian Space Agency (ASI), Italy 
• Dr Klaus Scipal, European Space Agency (ESA), Netherlands 
• Dr Malcolm Davidson, European Space Agency (ESA), Netherlands 
• Dr Pierre Potin, European Space Agency (ESA), Italy 
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Countries 21 
ESA Member State  (or PECS 

Member) 15 

Non-ESA Member State  6 

Female 27 

Male 25 

52 Selected 
Participants 

• PhD students 
• Post-Doc researchers 
• Bachelor's and Master’s students 
• Industry, service community 

Participants 
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Course Material 

Training material will be 
available online through 
the course website, 
including: 
• Presentations 
• Exercises 
• Data 

http://seom.esa.int/polarimetrycourse2017/ 

http://seom.esa.int/polarimetrycourse2017/
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Toolboxes 

http://seom.esa.int 
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http://step.esa.int/main/ 
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Online Course Evaluation Many thanks for your feedback! 
 
In general, good feedback, many new 
users of ESA software and European 
data. 
 
Main points to improve include: 
• Maths heavy, insufficient time to 

take in all information 
• More time needed for practical 

sessions 
• Acoustics in Big Hall 
• Despite the full programme, if more 

time had been available, additional 
topics could include: 

• Marine applications 
• Terrain motion 
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We look forward to seeing 
you again! 
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