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Rapid progress 
Situation in 2011 Situation in 2017 
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Experience and knowledge is rapidly growing on MSP 

Completed projects: 

• PlanCost, 
• BaltCoast 
• EAST-West Window 
• PatiSeaPate 
•Baltic SCOPE 
 

Ongoing projects: 

• BaltSpace 
• BalticLINes 
• Baltic InterGrid 
• Baltic Blue Growth 
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IOC UNESCO Definition of MSP 
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The process of analyzing and allocating 
parts of three-dimensional marine spaces 
(ecosystems) to specific uses, to achieve 
ecological, economic, and social objectives 
that are usually specified through a 
political process. 
 
(by IOC, UNESCO) 
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Key assumptions about MSP 
 
„1) MSP is a form of marine 
 governance  
 
2) Fundamentally challenging (‘wicked’)  
 
– Complexity of levels, actors, sectors, policies  
– Incertitude and knowledge-base  
– Ambiguity and disagreement  
 
4) Context matters  
 
5) Evaluation and adaptation:  
central and contentious” 
  
  



• DIRECTIVE 2014/89/EU of the European Parliament and of the 
Council of 23 July 2014 establishing a framework for 
Maritime Spatial Planning 
 

• Aim: promoting the sustainable growth of maritime 
economies, the sustainable development of marine areas and 
the sustainable use of marine resources 
 

• Must be transposed by 18 September 2016  
 

• Maritime Spatial Plans must be established by 31 March 2021 
 

• Importance of an ecosystem approach 
 

• Key role of the Member States 

EU MSP Directive [1] 
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• Possible activities/uses include: 
o Fisheries and aquaculture 
o Energy infrastructure 
o Maritime transport routes 
o Military training areas 
o Conservation sites 
o Scientific research 
o Submarine cables and pipelines  
o Tourism and underwater cultural heritage 

EU MSP Directive [2] 
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Number of established sea basins:  
OU-1, BMFU-2, G/BM-2, C-2, A-2.  
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• Article 6: Minimum requirements  
o Take land-sea interactions into account 

o Take environmental, social and economic aspects into account 

o Promote coherence between MSP and other processes 

o Ensure the involvement of stakeholders 

o Organise the use of best available data 

o Ensure transboundary cooperation 

o Promote cooperation with third countries 

 
• Article 7: Land–sea interactions 

o ‘Member States may use other formal or informal processes, 
such as Integrated Coastal Management’ 

EU MSP Directive [3] 
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• Scientific data to support MSP needs strengthening 

• Data territorialisation still a challenge 

• Cumulative impacts still problematic  

• Conflicts solution with limited evidence on the 

results of future solutions  

Open questions 
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BSR MSP model 
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HELCOM-VASAB MSP PRINCIPLES  
on broad scale MSP 
 
1. Sustainable management 
2. Ecosystem approach 
3. Long term perspective and objectives 
4. Precautionary Principle 
5. Participation and Transparency 
6. High quality data and information basis 
7. Transnational coordination and consultation 
8. Coherent terrestrial and maritime spatial planning 
9. Planning adapted to characteristics and special conditions at 
different areas 
10. Continuous planning 
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VASAB Workshop on Assessment of Regional Baltic 

Maritime Spatial Planning Roadmap 2013-2020  
 

Gdańsk 24.02.16 

Assessment of introducing MSP to the Baltic Sea Region  
and identification of the interests and needs  

beyond the current Roadmap 
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Conclusions from  the workshop 

Highligths  

Building joint understanding how to pursue planning stages after plan 
elaboration [PLANNING CYCLE]  

Sorting out issues matured enough for political support [POLICY 
SUPPORT]  

Monitoring and evaluation what works and what not and 
what should be improved [MONITORING/EVALUATION]  

Deepening understanding what transboundary coherence of plans 
mean in practice [COHERENCE]  

Building broader support and understanding for MSP (engaging sector, 
educating people, decision makes etc. [CAPACITY]  
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MSP Assistance Mechanism  
http://www.sustainable-projects.eu/index.php?node_id=669&lang_id=1 

Available from 1st of 
September 2016 
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Homepage 
 
• Practical 

experiences 

• Country 
information 

• Sea Basin 
overview 

• Funding 
opportunities 

• News 

• Upcoming events 

• Twitter feed 

 

 

www.msp-
platform.eu 
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http://www.msp-platform.eu
http://www.msp-platform.eu
http://www.msp-platform.eu


Submit a Question 
• Response within 48 

hours 

• Sea basin expert 
reply 

• Integration with 
FAQ page 
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MSP in Practice: searchable databases 

• MSP Practice descriptions: 291 
• MSP Project descriptions: 98 
• Funding opportunities: 25 
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Search Practical 
Information Database by: 

      Type of Practice 

      Application in MSP 

      Stage of MSP cycle 

      Type of Issue 

       Sectors 

• Sea basins 

• Countries 

• Sectors 

• Coherence with other 
processes 

• Keyword, title, etc. 

 

 



Practice 
Descriptions 
 
• Questions the 

practice may help 
answer 

• Implementation 
Context 

• Aspects / 
objectives 

• Method 

• Main outputs / 
results 

• Transferability 

• Contact person 

• Responsible entity 

• Costs / Funding 
source 

• Illustrative graphics 

 

 



Search on-going 
and completed 
MSP projects by: 

• Funding 
programme 

• Sea basins 

• Countries 

• Status  

• Completion 
year 

• Keyword, title, 
etc. 
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 Sea basin   
 descriptions 
• MSP Institutions 

& structures 

• Sea-basin 
cooperation on 
MSP 

• Geography, 
ecosystems & 
uses 

• Relevant sectoral 
& non-sectoral 
organizations 

• Sea basin MSP 
projects 

• Selected cross-
border MSP 
practices 

 



Study on Data and Knowledge Gaps to 
implement MSP  

Funded by: 

1st technical study MSP Assistance Mechanism  
 

Evaluation of data and knowledge gaps to 
implement MSP 
•Desk research 
•Analysis of planners’ needs 
•Interviews with data specialists in 16 EU 
MS 
 

• Different styles of planning, different types of 
evidence 

• Each country has different resources 
• Countries are using similar data categories  
• Common information gaps in aggregated data 
• Issues relating to the interpretation of data – 

promote more exchange on related practices 
• Need for spatial evaluation tools, e.g. economic 

impact analysis, social impact analysis of marine 
use constellations. 
 

 

Outcomes  
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Thank you for attention 

Presentation co-financed from the 
Grant of Polish National Science 

Centre  
UMO-2015/17/B/HS4/00918 
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