
Bringing 
the benefits 

of space uses 
to regions 

and their citizens

Key Note
NEREUS: European Regions Partner with the Atlantic

by Roya Ayazi, NEREUS-Secretary General
ATLANTIC FROM SPACE

WORKSHOP, 23rd January 2019, Southampton, UK 



POLITICAL
DIALOGUE

INTERREGIONAL
COLLABORATIONS and

Partnerships

New Trends/
PUBLIC

OUTREACH



Data from satellite imagery Useful Information for 
people, companies and 

organisations

Using Space



How to develop a common approach to 
define needs and a user profile profile 

for a region with this diversity?





ATLANTIC

Strategic
implicatons

Socio-economic
implications 

Climate Change
implications

Environmental
issues



 The Atlantic has an important 

Strategic Dimension
 It is the second largest of the world's five oceans
 It connects continents and people: Europe, Africa, the 

Arctic, North and South America and the Southern 
Ocean

 It is the sea between USA and Europe
 52 different nations have shorelines along this ocean
 Key for maritime Transport: Major Ports and Water 

ways



 The Atlantic has an important 

Dimension for Global Climate Change
 Tropical cyclones (hurricanes), 
 Oceanic changes and global warming have impacted 

marine ecosystems and fishing grounds in many 
countries, in particular African countries 



 The Atlantic has an important  

Economic and Growth Dimension (Blue Economy 
in the Atlantic Arc, Blue Growth)

Atlantic Arc distinguishes itself through mix of 
maritime activities



 The Atlantic has an important  

Dimension for Life on our planet and many 
environmental issues:

 Endangered marine species, 
 Overexploitation by unsustainable fisheries, 
 Pollution by maritime transport, discharges, offshore 

drilling, oil spills; 
 Industrial waste and municipal sewage pollution 



 Sentinel Services are global but 
definition of needs is local and regional

 Access territorial challenges and natural assets of the Atlantic
Access situation as regards of delivery of basic public services to
citizen

 Access EU-Directives and EU-enviromental legislation



 NEREUS and Copernicus Uptake
 Stimulate exchange and partnerships conferences, 

seminars, workshops, 

 Organize informative training sessions for LRAs Promote
best practices, knowledge and know-how via interregional 
cooperation

 Develop model projects targeted to LRAs at EU level

 Publish brochures, publications, position papers...

 Explore synergies  with regional policies and structural 
funds 



Definition of needs starts with dialogue and 
reflection

 Awareness raising on the potentials
 Understanding regional challenges and administrative 

responsibilities
 Showing to Users what exist and how it works
 Matching and connecting both



Added Value of 
Interregional 

Collaborations

Experiences on NEREUS-platform showed that

interregional collaborations at a European scale 

are a vital tool to broaden and improve Copernicus uses:

 critical mass, 
 knowledge, experience, best practice sharing, 
 pooling of resources, avoid duplication of efforts
 collective problem-solving 
 collective experiencing benefits and added value
 enhance visibility of regional/local stakeholders, their 
activities and capabilities



Three network partners have a coastline with the Atlantic:

 Brittany

 Nouvelle Aquitaine

 Azores 



Copernicus4
Regions

In partnership with 
EC (DG Growth) and ESA

www.nereus-regions.eu/Copernicus4Regions
#Copernicus4Regions

Copernicus4Regions Initiative

Focus of user-
expriences of public 

user – local and regional 
authorities

http://www.nereus-regions.eu/Copernicus4Regions


Copernicus-
User-Uptake at 
regional level

In partnership 
with ESA

2012 2017

In partnership with 
EC (DG Growth) and ESA

www.nereus-regions.eu/Copernicus4Regions
#Copernicus4Regions

http://www.nereus-regions.eu/Copernicus4Regions


Copernicus4
Regions

EP-Event Videos

Production of 
Advocacy 
Material



Authors from Brittany: 6 contributions
Authors from Nouvelle Aquitaine: 1 contribution
Authors from Azores: 2 contributions



Brittany



Copernicus4Regions Publication
Page 192 - 193



Coperninicus4Regions page 248



Copernicus4Regions page 164



Copernicus4Regions 
Publicaton 
page 142



Nouvelle Aquitaine



Copernicus4Regions Publication
Page 154



Azores







Copernicus4Regions Publication 
page 138



Copernicus4Regions Publication
Page 102



REGIONAL 
WORKSHOPS



POLITICAL

• lack of political will (mandate) / support
to use EO data

• low awareness at political level of the
social and strategic value of EO data

ECONOMIC

• the cost / effort of processing satellite
data to turn it into useful information is
high

• the cost / effort to procure space-based
services is high

• lack of awareness on the potential uses of
satellite data

SOCIAL

• High barriers for changing working
practices within public administrations

• skepticism about the continuity /
reliability of satellite data

• doubts / skepticism about the real gains of
using satellite data when compared to the
efforts required

TECHNOLOGICAL

• insufficient technical infrastructure in
public administrations

• technological issues in accessing satellite
data

• Technological issues in processing satellite
to transform it into useful information

• lack of available solutions fitting the
needs of LRAs



POLITICAL

• Space Strategy for Europe– puts
the user at its core - clear
recognition of the importance of
LRAs to improve user uptake

ECONOMIC

• Pre-Commercial and Innovative
Procurement – funding R&D to develop
innovative solutions for public user
needs

• Toolbox by EC: Copernicus Accelerators
/ Incubators

• eoMall – developing on online
marketplace for the EO service sector

SOCIAL

• Network of Copernicus Relays and 
Academies

• Copernicus Information and 
Training Sessions 

• Copernicus Information Material
• Practical Handbook for Regional 

Authorities
• NEREUS, EURISY, EARSC activities 

TECHNOLOGICAL

• Copernicus DIAS – facilitating access to
Copernicus data and information from
the Copernicus services (processing
resources, tools, ecc.)



Roya Ayazi
rayazi.nereus@euroinbox.com

THANK YOU!

mailto:rayazi.nereus@euroinbox.com
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