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Fostering Inclusivity and Promoting 
Innovation for a Healthy Atlantic

Ned Dwyer, Former Executive-Director, EurOcean
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“I understand that my people who had all the 
vital knowledge…. were not heard because 
they were not well enough  educated ….
They had no voice, even though they had
critical information” 

Janni Staffansson ( from Climate Justice, Mary Robinson)
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“The strengthening of the relation between the 
academic world and civil society is a must. 
This is part of our mission but most of all, 
a real opportunity of enrichment for universities”

Nathalie Dompnier, President Université Lumière of Lyon (NUCLEUS Project)
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“failing to consider gender leads to faulty understanding 
of existing marine resource use and the potential for 
management strategies that do not work and/or 
exacerbate societal problems”

Sarah Carr, Editor MEAM and MPA News, December 2018

48% 52%

Gender representation in Lisbon Workshop
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Every voice is heard
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……
……

Make Environmental Impact Assesment mandatory
for Deep Sea Mining within the EU

….
…..
Increase awareness on the use of raw materials 
and their importance for our society
……. 

A series of Actions and a Roadmap were 
defined
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Who chooses the research themes?
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Who does the research?
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Who does the research?
Community Based Data Managers
in Greenland

Photo: Finn Danielse

PISUNA Project Lessons Learned

• A supportive policy environment

• Community-driven approach

• Common understanding across stakeholders

www.pisuna.org
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Science 
Education
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Is it time for a code of ethics for ocean observing?

 Respect & minimize impacts from research and
monitoring on ocean ecosystems

 Respect and engage local people in research 
activities from multiple cultures and diverse sectors

 Work with the goal of global benefit based on 
reciprocal relations, transparency and responsibility

M. Barbier et al.: Ethical recommendations for ocean observation, Adv. Geosci., 45, 343–361, 2018
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 Maximize the efficiency and quality of observations
in research activities

 Engaging society and communicate with and advise
policymakers

 Share data: acquire once, use multiple times

 Encouraging learning

M. Barbier et al.: Ethical recommendations for ocean observation, Adv. Geosci., 45, 343–361, 2018

Is it time for a code of ethics for ocean observing?
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“Europe too rarely succeeds in turning research 
into innovation, in getting research results
to market”. 

European Commission’s Open Innovation, Open Science, Open to the World: A Vision for Europe (2016)
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Barriers to Knowledge Transfer

Low 
maturity in 
research 
outputs

Lack of 
appropriate 
regulatory 
framework

Financial 
constraints
“Valley of 
Death”

Poor 
access to 
data and 
project 
outputs

Time-
bound 

projects

Lack of 
inclusion of 
end-users

Lack of 
incentives for 
researchers



Atlantic From Space, Southampton ,January 23-25  2019           ned.dwyer@eurocean.org  www.eurocean.org

How can this be improved – some recommendations 
for funders 

Consider KT at all stages of the project life cycle:
pre funding,  implementation and post project stage

Provide clear 
view on the 

expected impacts

Use 
negotiation 
period to 

improve KT 
weaknesses

Trained Multi-
stakeholder 
evaluation 

panels

This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 Research and 
Innovation Programme under GA No. 652690
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Consider KT at all stages of the project life cycle:
pre funding,  implementation and post project stage

Project 
monitoring staff  

need  
understanding of 
KT principles and 

strategies

Project 
reporting for 
identification 

of  knowledge 
outputs  and 

impacts

How can this be improved – some recommendations 
for funders 

This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 Research and 
Innovation Programme under GA No. 652690
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Consider KT at all stages of the project life cycle:
pre funding,  implementation and post project stage

Assess if real 
impact 

achieved

Encourage 
recognise

and promote 
knowledge 

transfer

Fund knowledge 
transfer post-

project

This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 Research and 
Innovation Programme under GA No. 652690

How can this be improved – some recommendations 
for funders 
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Solving Research Challenges in a Better Way
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Responsible Research and Innovation
www.marinaproject.eu
• Create your profile

• Join groups with common 
interests

• Share information and 
opinions

• Organise or register in 
events 

• Network

• Access the results of  all 
MARINA workshops

MARINA PLATFORM

This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon 2020 Research and 
Innovation Programme under GA No. 710566
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Sustainable Development Goals and EO 
• Marine renewables  

– Wind patterns
– Sea states

• Sea defences
– Wave states
– Sediment 

movement

• Climate
− Early warning 

systems
− Spatial patterns

• Use & Conservation 
− aquaculture
− Fishing
− pollution 

Adapted from slide courtesy Shona Patterson, UCC
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• Bridging the digital 
divide

• Resources
• Food sources
• resources
• Circular 

economy

• Equity and social 
justice movements

• Not just SDGs
• Sendai
• CBD
• Paris

Societal implication in relation to EO   

Adapted from slide courtesy Shona Patterson, UCC
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Take Home Message

We need to be innovative not only 
in technology but also in the human 
dimension encouraging participative 
co-design and co-creation of 
solutions for a healthy  Atlantic and 
better planet. 
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